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CiLCAMENH

ARABIAN NIGHTS THEMES EMBODIED
IN HEKMET SCULPTURES

Neda M. Shukur

reative artist, sculptor Muhammed

Ghani Hekmet, b 1929, is one of the

celebrated Iraqi sculptors. His relief,

sculptures and monuments are well

distributed throughout Baghdad sites
Amongst his well-known creative sculptures are
those based on and drawn from Arabian Nights
stories, though he is still obviously influenced by
Assyrian, Sumerian and Babylonian arts. In his
recent visit to Baghdad last month, he told a local
newspaper, that he is now in the process of carrying
out four monuments and sculptures in Baghdad.

"In my tours around Europe, at the beginning of
my career, I have noticed many sculptures and
monuments which are based on Mesopotamian
culture . I said to myself | come from that culture -
so, it is more appropriate for me to do such work
than others. " With this view, it is not surprising;
that Hekmet relied on Mesopotamian themes, from
the early stages of his career. This view was further

confirmed by his European tutor who advised him
to adhere to the old Iraqi roots in sculpturing. The
son of a tailor abayas ,( Arabic cloak), Hekmet
admitted that as a child, he was once fascinated by
the costumes and coloured threads, at his father
shop and that he stood in front of Kadhem shrine to
observe the Islamic designs of Bab Al-Murad and
to contemplate its geometric patterns and floral
shapes," explained Hekmet.

In Kahramanah square, the bronze statue of a
woman servant who poured boiled oil on the forty
thieves, an image from Arabian Nights ,shows a
woman bending slightly and holding a jar The
statue is 3 meters high. The circulars shapes and
form folds of Kahramanah sculpture are amongst
the artist's significant features. Analytically
speaking, Hekmet continuously used the circular
form as Mesopotamian artists always used it
referring to the earth round shape. Typically, those
round forms and folds can be still seen in most of
his sculptures.  Everything is based on a circular
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