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DIA AL-AZZAWI was born in Baghdad in 1939. In 1962 he gradtated with a degree in archaeology from Baghdad University,

followed by a degree in Fine Arts in 7964.

ONE MAN SHOWS;
7965 Al Wasiti Gallery, Baghdad.

1966 Gallerl One. Beirut.
7967 Iraqi Artists Association, Baghdad.

1968 The National Museum of Modern Art, Baghdad.

I96q Suhan Gallery. Kuwait.
Gallery One, Beirut.

1971 The National Museum of Modern Art, Baghdad.

1973 Gallery Raslan, Tripoli, Lebanon.

lq14 Suhan Callery. Kuwait.
Contact Art Gallery, Beirut.

1975 The National Museum of Modern Art, Baghdad.

l9-76 Gallery Nadhar, Casablanca.

1977 Sultan Gallery, Kuwait.

GROUP EXHIBITIONS
lt65 Gullery One, Beirut.

Contemporary Iraqi Art (I)
Rome, Vienna, Madrid, London, Beirut.

lOr'z Arab Arr Exhibition
Cairo, Beirut, Damascus, Baghdad, Kuwait, Bahrain, London.
The First International l-riennial. India.

I970 The Iraqi Poster Exhibition, Baghdad-
l')1I .Fbur lraqi Artists,

National Museum of Modern Art, Baghdad-

19- 2 Fbur I raqi Artists,
National Museum of Modern Art, Baghdad.

1'hree Iraqi Artists,
Gallery One. Beirut.
Iraqi Contemporary Art 'Ioday,
National Museum of Modern Art, Baghdad.

Five Iraqi Artists,
National Museum of Modern Art, Baghdad.

The Fburth International Poster Riennial, Poland.

Conremporary Arab Art, Nicosir.
1973 Six Iraqi and Syrian Artists,

National Museum of Modern Art, Baghdad.
The Arab Cultural Centre. Damascus.

I971 Seven Iraqi Artists
National Mrr"r- oiNlodern Art, Baghdad.

The Fifth [nternational Poster Biennial, Poland.

7915 Iraqi Graphic Art Exhibition,
Iraqi Cultural Centre, Beirut.
'l.he International Cagne-sur-Mer Exhibition-
f'he International Summer Academv,
Salzburg, Austria, (Awarded First Prize).

Collective Graphic Exhibition,
LAtelier Gallery, Rabat.

Collective Graphic Exhibition,
National Museum of Modern Art, Baghdad.

1976 The Second Arab Art Biennial,
Rabat, N{orocco.

Venice Bicnnial.
The Fifth International Exhibition of Drawings,
Ri.jkrr. Yugoslavia.

7971 Six Iraqi Artists,
Museum of Modern Art, Baghdad.

Contemporary Iraqi Art (II),
Bonn, Paris, London, Tunis.

I9l8 Contemporary Arab Graphic Art,
Iraqi Cultural Centre, London.
Art {or Palestine,
Beirut Arrb Universitr.

PUBI-ICATIONS:
1972 AWitness of our Time.
lo-3 Drrwings for Ghassan Kanafani.

1974 Poster Art in [raq.

COLLEC-f IONS:
National Museum of Modern Art, Baghdad.

Museum of Modern Art. Damascus.

Gulbcnkian Collection, Barcelonar.
Private collections in Baghdad, Beirut, Kuwait, Morocco, Tunis
United Kingdom, U.S.A. and Germany.
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Iraq is toclay pre-enrinent atnong; the Atab countries in tbe field
of uisual arts, and Dia al-Azzarai is one of haq's most celebrated
paittters.
Nou thirty-eigltt, be bas liued in England for a Jean art exper-
ience wbiclc is alrea.dy reflected in bis zaork. Tlcis is bis first
exbibition in Britain althougb be bas sbou,n in lr{eta York, France,
Neut Delhi, in Eastent Europe anrl of course taidely tbroughout
tbe Arab world.
Like other lraqi artists of his geu.eration, Azzaui's paintings fuse
traditional symbols and ntodenr protest. Before tunilng to paint-
ing, be took a degree in archaeology at Bagbdad (Jniuersity and
imnges from tbe ancient ciuilizatiotts of Me.sopotamia - Surnerian.
heads arul Babylonian. lions -figure in bis works. Otber sources
of inspiration inclrule tbe ricbly onrate Arabic calligraphjl
Islamic nchr.uatures and Turkisb arcbitecture. Tbese elements
draun front an indigenous cwltural legacy baue, uuler Westent,
influence, been incorporated into toorks tubicb are unmistakably
'rnodent'irt aestbetic objectiue, and it could be said tbat Azzawi's

forays into Europe -first to Salzburg in Austria tabere he stu"clied
etcbing in 1975 attd noru to London - haue made tbe ma.rriage of
eastern uisual motif and westenr sen-sibility more credible ad
autbetttic.
Azzaui, A nlui.t. u,ho giues an. inomerliate imjtression of gentleness
and integrity, is deeply concented tbat bis u;ork sbould be access-
ible to eueryone, not rnerely to a Westernised gallery-goitr.g
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public. He uas afourulerntember of a tbfiuing group of poster
paitr.ters in Bagbdad, finditag in tbis art fonn 'tlte ntost immediate
artistic relationsbip uitlt ordinary peopleilneuitably, in a country
stoept by reuolution. twenty years ago awl since tben anulergoirtg
p o li tica I up /c e au a l, s o cia I re birt b an d bre a kne c k ntocl ent is ati ort,

art is clominated by public euents. Azzauii tuork is concented
uitb injustice, opltression, tbe unbappy fate of tbe Palestiniaus,
tbe aiolence of ubicb ntan is a uictim. in an era of insecuiltjt.
Cries of anguisb burst from tbe ntoutbs of bis ancien.t stone bead-s.

Broadly speaking, in the, arti.rtic re,uit.'al u,biclt started in lraq in
tbe 1930\, tuo scbools deueloped. Arc i.s a kind of social realism
ubicb, in a sontetubat facile way, gtorified itnages of uiltage tife
and tbe desert, The other is rnore experintental, more profoudly
conscious of its oturt cultural roots, t'nore ready to accept Westenr
influence, rnore resprsnsiue to -social an.d political problemq m.ore

comndtted to tbe people.

Tbe pioneer of this second scbool, to wbicb Dia al-Azzau;i helongs,

uas Jautad Salim, tbe und.isputed master of modent lraqi art
u;hose buge bronze bas-relief conunemora.ting tbe 1958 reuolution
stands in the centre of Bagbdad. Salim utcts one of tbe first Iraqis
to study art abroad (at tbe Slade ad in Ronte), a trentl ubicb bas

been greatly encouraS;ed by gouernment scholarsbips. Sucb gen-
eroxls state support, ubicb exteiuls to ubole exbibitions being
regularly bougbt up to decorate gouernment offices, is surely one

of tbe relsotr.s tuhy Iraqi art is today so uigorous.
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l!)76

SoUTHERN POE 4 0l)
Oil on canves
(90x90cms.)
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1970

THE LOST CITY
Oilon canvas
(160 x 160 cms.)

Col., lraqi National Museum
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Oilon canr'.ts
i2,10 r I8{) crrs.I

Col., lracli N.rtir.rnal \'1ust:unr
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r$76

SOUTHERN POEM (I)

Oil on canvas
(9O x 90 cms.)
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lt)7:t

MAN AND THE DESERT

Oilon canvas
(90x 90 cms.)

Col., S. Zubaidy
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HUMAN STATES

Etr hing/1t)

30 x,10 r'rns.)
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HUMAN STATTS

Couache
(30 x zl0 cms.)

Col., R. Chadirji
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THREE STATES OF
ONE MAN

Oilon canvas
(T0l x 120 cms.l

Col., Natronal Museum oi
Nlodern Art - Baghdad
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MAN & HORSE

Couache
(45 x 50 cms.)

Col., B. Faris
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MAN & TWO BIRDS
Silkscreen/50
(50 x 70 cms.)
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